
New Labor Lessons Online 

 

The Power In Our HandsA Curriculum on the History 

of Work and Workers 

in the United States 

The Zinn Education Project has just posted all the lessons from The Power 

in Our Hands by Bill Bigelow and Norm Diamond, published in 1988 by 

Monthly Review Press. The lessons are available to download for free. 

This comprehensive labor history curriculum is filled with role 

plays,simulations, imaginative writing activities, poetry, first-

person readings, and more. In the spirit of Howard Zinn's A People's 

History of the United States, the lessons in The Power in Our Handsencourage students----through their 

own active participation---- torecognize the struggles of ordinary workers to achieve justice at 

work and beyond. 

   

Pete Seeger praised this unique curriculum, saying that the The Power in Our Hands "is a way ofgetting 

American teenagers not just interested, but excited and passionate about their history----

modern American labor history." 

  

The Zinn Education Project is able to make this resource available through the generosity of individual 

donors as well as Monthly Review Press. 

  

Here are a sample of the lessons now available. 

  

 

Organic Goodie Simulation 

Lesson engages students in a lively 

simulation that helps them experience some 

of the pressures that lead workers to 

organize. 

 

The Homestead Strike 

This role play explores the possibility of solidarity 

among workers of very different backgrounds and 

at different levels in the workplace hierarchy. 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHr81l-Z_5ElGznLhijZOiAhWKzdff6AbKfmAiTeg2-vfVO0fb-CA1HVUZRhgiP26MAGNeQ-WeLNLUIsu2VhXuu2opyI0Q9TbpLELpH6obXme5JjHKHIXTtirn7g_uFO00czZjPfn2CmtQ8EXoFGBD47cV_Avf1j72c=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHoWwiBZWyXxTntxhZen48Vk7W93LkbSHD81GLivIWUbHI-HLfLwYT7D4R_hFLDr-NJKQq1SSbqlwkhg_Jy5lQfXxbizMUNlOX-AO6JQCv6WrWj4bl-uDOTDIBIagNwNNEGRJIiu9IKxeO3rLY7hd8ujAFK6SRDNTb16vQBU9bq92Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHoWwiBZWyXxTntxhZen48Vk7W93LkbSHD81GLivIWUbHI-HLfLwYT7D4R_hFLDr-NJKQq1SSbqlwkhg_Jy5lQfXxbizMUNlOX-AO6JQCv6WrWj4bl-uDOTDIBIagNwNNEGRJIiu9IKxeO3rLY7hd8ujAFK6SRDNTb16vQBU9bq92Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHoWwiBZWyXxTntxhZen48Vk7W93LkbSHD81GLivIWUbHI-HLfLwYT7D4R_hFLDr-NJKQq1SSbqlwkhg_Jy5lQfXxbizMUNlOX-AO6JQCv6WrWj4bl-uDOTDIBIagNwNNEGRJIiu9IKxeO3rLY7hd8ujAFK6SRDNTb16vQBU9bq92Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHrQOlTl0c8lbEOSWLdUIAD2QgkOyYlle9bfgVuCQcAiIwV2NROxJ2GVjTvtjk8qI1vWLrXwyDtR3hWnye01LgDRGJ9lFUDunKSPlaVX3UkogN3QAMh0Kw71wu-5oKrfj2lGoVtHKQ4ICxwvygNjSMtb0NMkWdSwEj4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHrQOlTl0c8lbEOSWLdUIAD2QgkOyYlle9bfgVuCQcAiIwV2NROxJ2GVjTvtjk8qI1vWLrXwyDtR3hWnye01LgDRGJ9lFUDunKSPlaVX3UkogN3QAMh0Kw71wu-5oKrfj2lGoVtHKQ4ICxwvygNjSMtb0NMkWdSwEj4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHrQOlTl0c8lbEOSWLdUIAD2QgkOyYlle9bfgVuCQcAiIwV2NROxJ2GVjTvtjk8qI1vWLrXwyDtR3hWnye01LgDRGJ9lFUDunKSPlaVX3UkogN3QAMh0Kw71wu-5oKrfj2lGoVtHKQ4ICxwvygNjSMtb0NMkWdSwEj4=


 

"Taylorizing Burgers": A Fantasy 

In this playful activity, students utilize the 

principles of "scientific management" to 

restructure a burger joint----one that has 

been run a good deal more democratically 

and imaginatively. 

 

Birth of a Rank-and-File Organizer 

Writing activity for students to complete the 

narrative of women workers striking at a glove-

making factory, exploring possible  
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHrl_S5Zntl92XRV_7hTk63tX-L6FsAi_7XJN0NNSnHm5SA9ymYcu8wMfREHCdAL5N9Gwg3HhnbQ0-hktL2E4wJq7p4XNReCgkGFaHzk9K4yAhivyd0iwPdZZwyFI_hg75FQQ_Sccky_n4zP67lt8QGmF6WCWke3cNtU3jmii-_dMg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHrl_S5Zntl92XRV_7hTk63tX-L6FsAi_7XJN0NNSnHm5SA9ymYcu8wMfREHCdAL5N9Gwg3HhnbQ0-hktL2E4wJq7p4XNReCgkGFaHzk9K4yAhivyd0iwPdZZwyFI_hg75FQQ_Sccky_n4zP67lt8QGmF6WCWke3cNtU3jmii-_dMg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHrl_S5Zntl92XRV_7hTk63tX-L6FsAi_7XJN0NNSnHm5SA9ymYcu8wMfREHCdAL5N9Gwg3HhnbQ0-hktL2E4wJq7p4XNReCgkGFaHzk9K4yAhivyd0iwPdZZwyFI_hg75FQQ_Sccky_n4zP67lt8QGmF6WCWke3cNtU3jmii-_dMg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHrIbacmzBd3b2n3Nvn-XAjACDsRfhDrpg8de5TKth3Mwdb-svB4G-Y7MzMqxW5sbwzcBna_FmEA0P8-K82mDHSyrO109w1ACFfknc1IEOEaXOZcgx0ZhILLuLL7q3wU3OLa2kPQaD_Fv57ww_vAXbKkwzQKlj_aNVZkA8OKJfRijMXvo3Y6ha7Y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHrIbacmzBd3b2n3Nvn-XAjACDsRfhDrpg8de5TKth3Mwdb-svB4G-Y7MzMqxW5sbwzcBna_FmEA0P8-K82mDHSyrO109w1ACFfknc1IEOEaXOZcgx0ZhILLuLL7q3wU3OLa2kPQaD_Fv57ww_vAXbKkwzQKlj_aNVZkA8OKJfRijMXvo3Y6ha7Y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001214xJC_xKHrIbacmzBd3b2n3Nvn-XAjACDsRfhDrpg8de5TKth3Mwdb-svB4G-Y7MzMqxW5sbwzcBna_FmEA0P8-K82mDHSyrO109w1ACFfknc1IEOEaXOZcgx0ZhILLuLL7q3wU3OLa2kPQaD_Fv57ww_vAXbKkwzQKlj_aNVZkA8OKJfRijMXvo3Y6ha7Y

